Persuasive texts – literature study unit – animal rights

Resources:

‘Oi! Get off our train’ by John Burningham

‘The Great Bear’ by Libby Gleeson & Armin Greder

learning activities:

	‘Oi! Get off our train’ by John Burningham

	Modelled/shared reading of the text

Prior to reading use interactive dice in notebook to explore the title which also appears as repeated dialogue throughout the text. Together decide on the best use of words to convey the statement and its associated meaning. Students take this part in the shared reading of the text.
	Text

Notebook interactive resources

	Post reading discussion 

Use these questions as a framework (visual cues also in notebook):

· What is the ‘big’ or ‘key’ message of this story? (the big issue or main theme)

· Why do the settings throughout the story change? (animal habitats)

· What is the train a metaphor of and why/how? (hope, safety, freedom)

· What are the different issues that the animals face? (record these in basic language on brainstorm page using side blind tool and then reveal other side to work on nominalisation to add sophisticated language to text- i.e. cutting down trees = deforestation. Complete for all issues identified.
	Use page in NB

Use page in NB

	Reading to Writing - Titles

Recap on the ‘big issue’ or ‘main theme’ from the previous discussion (Should we protect animals?). Write this on the smartboard on the ‘effective titles’ page. Using this basic theme assist students to create effective, catchy and sophisticated titles for this theme. Use both questions and statements in brainstorm and discuss which will suit discussions vs expositions. Questions vs statements. Encourage the use of devices such as alliteration, effective noun groups, nominalised verbs and also modality. Record all ideas in the NB.

As a follow up activity use the independent activity in Reading Groups where students play with title development with a range of themes.
	Use page in NB

Use page in NB

	Reading to Writing – Introductions

Using shared resources of catchy titles and nominalised list of theme issues complete a modelled writing session by using one of the catchy titles and then focus on producing a high quality introduction for an exposition on the topic of animal protection. Focus on the effective use of nominalised technical language, strong modality and the use of commands and impersonal tone as well as the editing process. 

On completion, read together and then type into new NB page for use in next lesson.

Recap in next session by rereading the issues facing animals because of human activity and also the shared writing of the effective title and introduction. Identify as a group what was strong about the writing from the foci above. Recap purpose of introduction- conveying issue and point of view (not adding detail, examples or elaboration- apparent in pre testing). The have students work independently to use a catchy title and produce their own introduction.


	NB resources

Butchers paper/whiteboard

Shared resources and student books


	‘The Great Bear’ by Libby Gleeson & Armin Greder

	Building the field – natural habitats

Use the NB resource page to have students to draw and label where a bear lives in its natural habitat. After students commence drawing, display some youtube videos on bears hunting, fishing and in the wild (nat geo). To assist them with details and first hand experience of where they are found in the wild. Follow up with a discussion of what a bear needs and record the student’s responses into the page allocated to recording students’ personal responses.
	Notebook pages

	Entering the text – visual literacy

Using the page resources in the text for the visual literacy exploration display firstly the human image (with the drums) and unpack the image using these focus terms and elements of visual literacy:

Salience: 

What part of the picture attracts our attention the most? Look at the colours, shapes, position of the characters, perspective and foreground/background. Ask the question – Why do you think the author/illustrator has chosen this as the salient part/what meaning does it have? How does it affect the way we feel about what we see?

Vectors:

Looking from the salient part of the picture, how do our eyes move across and around the picture to ‘read’ it or see what is happening? Where do we look first/next etc? Do the eye lines of the characters have an effect on the way we se the picture?

Contact:

Are the characters looking directly at us (making a demand) or away (an offer)? What effect does this have on how we feel about them and the event happening in the text?

Power:

Who or what has the power in this image? Why? How is it created? Is the ye level high, low or equal? How are the shapes, bodies, objects and perspectives organised to give or show who has the power?

Repeat the discussion with the second image (NB page) which shows the sketch of the dancing bear. Compare both the images and the elements of their visual literacy using the venn diagram (scaffold metalanguage).

From the shared discussions and images so far of the text ask students to write a prediction of what they think the book may be about under or near their work from the field building labelled image of a bear’s natural habitat.


	Use pages in NB



	Into the story – process drama (text participants)

Read up to the part in the story where the bear performs and the page ends ‘year in and year out’. At this point ask students to find a space in the room. Using role walks ask students to reidentify the natural habitat and normal behaviour of a bear in the wild- ask them to then take on these characters and walk in role as a bear in the wild – strong, proud, free. FREEZE.

Now re display the image of the dancing bear illustration and reread that final page which describes the performance conditions for the bear. Ask students to now take on the role of the trapped bear and begin to dance, controlled by the humans. From here work in small groups where students sit in circles and one student dances alone as the bear. Ask for student responses from both the bear performer and audience as to how it felt being in the situation. Discuss how it felt to be in the middle of group with whom you couldn’t communicate with while being watched. Record responses in notebook page next to student names.

Then use one group to create a frozen tableau of the scene on this page- tap in to reveal emotion and viewpoints add to recording page.

Read the next three pages of the text until you get to ‘Stones strick, strick, strike’. At this point complete the cline on the treatment of the animal in the NB, revisit some of the ideas that students identified in the dancing section. Watch the WSPUSA video link for the protection of bears and then add any extra comments/ideas to the cline.

Use this opportunity to build a wordbank of connectives (both additive and contrastive) for use in conscience alley. Record on wall/whiteboard. Using cline and wordbank have students use statements to convince on the kind/just treatment of animals vs the cruel treatment of animals, starting statements with connectives. Upon completion of conscience alley have students discuss whether they think this issue is one they would write an exposition or a discussion on and why. After discussion finish the reading of the text. 

After reading explore the ending of the story: 

· What was the bear’s choice?

· What choices did the bear have?

· What could the pole have been a symbol of? And the stars?

To explore the notion of emancipation ‘the bear jumping from the pole’ create a pole in the classroom- a paper pole on the wall, a broom etc. Using coloured paper (brennex squares or circles) have students create a shape with colour/cutting etc that represents the bears choice for freedom. Then using the pole as a cline have students place (stick) their symbol on the cline with those who support and understand the bears choice closer to the top and those who were unsure or who disagreed with the bear’s choice closer to the bottom. Ensure students communicate reasons for their viewpoints as they add their symbols.
	Use page in NB

Use page in NB

	Reading to Writing
Using the rich emotion and field built from the text to complete a whole modelled writing of an exposition on the topic ‘Animals for Entertainment’. Workshop effective titles, introductions, the development of arguments with elaboration, modality, noun groups, impersonal tone, connectives and persuasive language. Type and display on wall with pole and possibly images of the bear in their natural habitat from lesson activities.
	NB resources

Butchers paper/whiteboard


